Since my wife Marie has gone home to heaven there have been many encouraging words that folks have shared with me and I am thankful for all the love and care and concern people have shown. However I do want to share a little of what happens to someone after they die and what their involvement is in the affairs of this world. There seems to be a lot of confusion and many different ideas as to what really happens so I want to give you some thoughts from the Bible on this area. It may be that you think differently than what the Bible says and you are free to do that but the truth does not change to suit us rather we should change to suit the truth. I will ask a question and then share an answer from the Bible

1. What part do the dead have with what goes on in this world?

Ecc 9:5  For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more reward, For the memory of them is forgotten. 

Ecc 9:6  Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; Nevermore will they have a share in anything done under the sun.

This teaches us that the dead are not involved with the affairs of this life. It does not mean that they do not consciously exist in another place but the context here in this passage is that they have nothing more to do with what goes on under the sun. This rules out contacting the dead. There are other spiritual beings out there that can imitate people who have died and that will also know details about their life that no one here may know. Because of this people can be fooled into thinking that they are truly in contact with loved ones who have passed on. 
Lev 19:31 “ ‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God.
Deut 18:9 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. 13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the LORD your God has not permitted you to do so.
Gal 5:20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions
Is there conscious existence immediately after death?

Yes. Here are Bible verses that clearly reveal this

Luk 23:42  Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom." 

Luk 23:43  And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."
Here Jesus is speaking to a thief next to Him on the cross. He says plainly today you will be with me in paradise.

In the next verses we see that immediately the conscious person goes somewhere after death and there is conscious existence for the righteous and the wicked.
We can see from the words of Jesus that one was comforted and one was tormented. There was no third place and also there was no opportunity to go from one place to the other. What happens here determines where we go afterwards and there is no changing where we end up later on. Notice that this man’s five brothers were still living on earth so it was not that they landed in these places at the end of the world but immediately after death.

  Luk 16:22  So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 

Luk 16:23  And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

Luk 16:24  "Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' 

Luk 16:25  But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 

Luk 16:26  And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' 

Luk 16:27  "Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 

Luk 16:28  for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'
Luk 16:29  Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 

Luk 16:30  And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 

Luk 16:31  But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' "

So there are 2 destinations. A place of comfort with God’s people-Those who trust in the Lord like Abraham and a place of torment for those who do not.
Since there is no opportunity to go from the place of torment after we die it would be wise to make sure before we leave this world that we are going to the place of comfort.
The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5: So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 

2Co 5:7  For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

2Co 5:8  We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
Then there is a passage in Revelation that reveals the conscious existence of the souls of people waiting for the culmination of the end.

Rev 6:9  When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 

Rev 6:10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 

Rev 6:11  Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.
It is evident then that there is conscious existence immediately after death and for those who have put their faith in Jesus Christ and His atoning death. Whoever believes in Him shall never die says Jesus.

Joh 11:25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

Joh 11:26  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"
Heb 12:23  to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,
We should not pray to the dead. We should not pray through the dead and we should not pray for the dead. They have left this world and are not a part of it any longer.

If the dead are conscious in another place already why is there a future resurrection?

God has made us to have a body and soul. Originally God made us that way. There will be a resurrection of the body which will be reunited with the soul at the end. Those who are the Lord’s are consciously being comforted and are worshipping the Lord and delighting in Him but they are also waiting for the redemption of the body

  Rom 8:21  because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

Rom 8:22  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 

Rom 8:23  Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.
This new body will be different from the fallen bodies that we have here on earth. Bodies that have no death or corruption and that will be similar to the resurrected body of Jesus.

Body Sleeps but the soul lives on
The soul goes to be with the Lord in heaven, and the body is buried until the day of resurrection when Jesus returns to the earth. 1 Thessalonians 4:14 says, “We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.” Here you have both sides of the truth. Christians who die are said to be “with Jesus” (that’s the soul in the conscious presence of the Lord) and “have fallen asleep in him” (that’s the body which “sleeps” in the grave). Listen to Paul’s description of that great reunion of body and soul: “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16, emphasis added). Here is a clear promise of future bodily resurrection for the believer.
So those in the Lord’s presence are not yet complete but they are waiting for the end of the age as well. While it is true that those who are the Lord’s are presently being comforted, there are future promises that come at the end of this age 

Rev 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:4  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

In conclusion I want to make three statements that I believe are true from the Bible. The verses that I have shared show these to be true.
We should not try to pray to the dead

We are not having conversations with people who have passed on. We may sometimes speak to them as if they are hearing us but they are no longer involved in the affairs of this world. They are not guiding us, watching over us and helping us. That is the prerogative and work of God. They however are in a beautiful relationship with Him and so are we. We are part of one body that will someday be reunited with all barriers gone.
If we think we are getting our answers from the dead then we will not be coming to the living God as our true source. Only Jesus bridges the chasm between this world and the next.
2. We do not pray through the dead

Some believe that we can have better access to God through people who have died so they pray through the dead. Jesus made it clear that access to God was through Him alone.

John 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
Paul writes to Timothy that there is only one mediator between God and men

Ti 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 

1Ti 2:6  who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time
This rules out praying through anyone but Jesus. How often people are praying to certain people that have died for favors and direction and wisdom etc. but Jesus has made it clear that we must come to and through Him alone.

3. We do not pray for the dead

This is a common practise and yet if as we have already seen that the eternal destination of someone cannot be changed after death then praying for the dead is futile. 
Remember what Jesus said 
Luk 16:26  And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' 

Often I have heard even preachers say that they are safe with the Lord and then they turn around and start praying that they will be safe. It is one or the other.

From a personal place here is what I will share with you concerning my relationship with Marie. I do not pray to her. I do not have conversations with her but I will again for sure.

I do not pray for her. She does not need my prayers. I don’t have to ask that she rest in peace or for anything else for her. She has all that she needs and more in the presence of God.

I do not pray through her. I have the ear of Jesus just as she does. I do not need to go through a person to give me better access to God. Jesus is the only one who has that position. 

Where does that leave you? If it is true that your eternal destiny is settled as soon as you die then isn’t it important to make sure of it while you are alive. You can be sure but that surety will not come from trusting or relying on anyone who has gone before you except Jesus. He alone is the Savior and the mediator. Do not rely on anyone or anything else. It is He who died for your sins and it is He who will Judge.
Oh friends Jesus Christ has bridged the gap of death and He offers Himself to you as the way to God as the truth that you need and as the eternal life that we want. Take Him and Trust Him alone and you will have the same blessed assurance that my dear wife had and that I have. He has simply and wonderfully promised that faith in Him can give you eternal life

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

